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5 Benefits of Urban Parks

Environmental 
Purify air and water, reduce urban 
noise, act as wildlife refuges

Psychological 
Stress relief, mental rejuvenation, 
peaceful atmosphere

Physical 
Places to exercise

Social 
Foster neighborly relations, increase 
social integration

Economic 
Tax revenue, added property value, 
tourism dollars, and reduced pollution 
costs



Park Planning: The Basics



Park Planning: Inventory Assets 

Existing Potential 

Where, What, Why…



Park Planning: Purpose

Goals Benefits 



Park Planning: Input and Analysis 



Park Planning: Recommendations 

PoliciesAction Steps (Long) Term Plans



Park Planning: Feasibility Study 
“a study designed to determine the 
practicability of a system or plan” 

“capable of being done, effected, or 
put into practice, with the available 
means; feasible: a practicable 
solution.

capable of being used” 

Practical



https://www.planningforhazards.com/parks‐and‐open‐space‐plan

Park Planning: Hazard Mitigation  



(1) Self-sufficiency in regard to materials 
resources and maintenance,

(2) Solving larger urban problems
outside of park boundaries, and

(3) Creating new standards for
aesthetics and landscape management
in parks and other urban landscapes,

It’s a win, win: cities needs parks to be more

Landscape Journal 23:2-04



Park Planning: Beyond the textbook



Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again

Land Availability and Cost 



Deferred Maintenance 
Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



Current Operations: Cost, Upkeep, Experience, Skill 

Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



Population Growth/ Density  
Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



Population Diversity 
Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



Nature Deficit 
Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



Available Funding 
Beyond the textbook…reality strikes again



It’s a win, win: cities needs parks to be more…



Heat 



Water: clean  



Water: Retention and Detention  



Land & Habitat Restoration & Reclamation 



Public Health 



Social Resilience & Recovery  



Park Planning: Hazard Mitigation Examples  







Multiple Objectives of a Modern 
Greenway  Infrastructure

1. Help manage stormwater & water 
quality
2.Enhance recreation, health & 
fitness
3.Provide transportation choices
4.Maintain an ecological balance
5.Provide better visual quality
6.Enhance the economy

http://www.bikewaysforeveryone.org/north_greenway











The plan aims to stop runoff from 10 percent of the city's 
impervious surfaces in the 13 watersheds with combined 
sewer overflows. In addition to saving money and 
reducing pollution, planting vegetation and adding green 
space will beautify the city and clean and cool the air. The 
agency estimates that implementing the Green 
Infrastructure Plan would provide as much as $400 million 
to New Yorkers in reduced energy costs, improved health 
and increased property values.



There are currently 2,468 Greenstreets citywide. These planting beds add more than 100 acres of green space to 
the roadways of New York City. The program is hugely popular, with at least 50 requests coming in each year from 
community members, elected officials, and Business Improvement Districts. 

















Many urban park departments have adopted 
alternative land management (ALM) practices 
to reduce maintenance costs and to provide a 
more natural setting for park users and 
inhabitants. 

By allowing native grasses, trees, and 
wildflowers to grow, the parks have shifted 
from a manicured look—which requires mowing 
and edging grass as well as planting shrubs 
and flowers—to a more natural appearance. 



Park Planning: Hazard Mitigation Planning   













Park Planning: Where to start…



Add “Green Infrastructure” to Park/Community System Priorities 



Include Hazard Mitigation in the planning process 



Identify Key Partners 



Small steps can lead to change 



Tie to other projects 



Don’t overlook the value of training 



Parks can be Playful & Pragmatic

• Jamie Rae Walker   .    Associate Professor & Extension Specialist      .   Texas AgriLife Extension 

Photo credit: http://elevatearchitecture.com

Discussion 


